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RIBBON CUTTING CELEBRATES ONE-OF-A-KIND EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

(South Kansas City) – On Friday, February 20, the Hickman Mills C-1 School District will celebrate the 
opening of the Ervin Early Learning Center.  Ervin is one of the first in Missouri to offer free, all-day pre-
kindergarten instruction for the entire District.  A ribbon cutting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. at the school, 
followed by tours of the uniquely designed building.  Invited dignitaries include representatives from the 
governor, secretary of state, congressman and mayoral offices. 
Other notables include representatives from DESE and several 
city council members plan to be on hand for the celebration as 
well. 

Renovation of the building, formerly a middle school, began in 
March 2014. The $10.5 million project allows Ervin to focus 
solely on pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students.   

“The building’s was designed and constructed with a total focus 
on literacy,” Superintendent Dr. Dennis L. Carpenter explained.  
“Almost every design aspect offers learning opportunities for 
students through numbers, letters, colors, shapes, and words.” 

“It is a color, happy, creative place,” Principal Shaunda S. Fowler 
said. “It’s an exciting environment so the kids want to enjoy it 
more.” 

The renovation of Ervin and offering all-day, free pre-kindergarten to the Hickman Mills District was the 
first step in the District’s “Moving Forward” campaign. The District has also realigned grade levels for an 
environment focused on instruction and learning. 

*** 

The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a 
foundation for our students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement 


